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HE Publication of this Sermon was 

upon this Occaſion : Some. feu dif- 

Mected Perſons of my Pariſh clan- 

deſtinely orm d, aud vigorouſly proſecuted 

a De/ign ff Ejecting me out of my Living. 

To which purpoſe they encouraged and ſup- 
ooh ; 
) 


ported my late Curate (who was very obſe 

quious and manageable in their Hands) 10 
petition for a Grant of the Place, as actually 
void, on a ſurmized Defect of my Craut. 


This Application occaſioned a Summons 40 
me from the Right Honourable the Lord 
KE EVER, and an Appearance before him 

4 on 


To the R“ 1D ER. | 

on the 28h of January a. I which his 
Lordſhip S ,j,j favourable and generous 
Reſpett to me, and Prudence and Integrity 
role fo his Station. And diſmiſſed 
me and my Friends with Satisfaction, and 
the Agent there preſent again me (as We 
thought) with I1tile Encouragement of effect. 
ing his Deſign. | 


But Malice is reſtleſe and unwearied. The 
diſappointed Gentleman takes neu Meaſures; 
 diſpaiches a Letter to his Correſpondents of 
our Town, to gather up all the invidious Ac- 
cuſations again ſt me, which they could rake to- 
gether. Inwhich my late Curate was a very 
ungrateful Complice, and too ſoon forgat 
Fhoſe ſmall Obligations I had laid upon him. 


To be brief, They fram d up a whole Decad 
of frivolous Depoſitions, without one entire 
Monad of Truth. They went back many 
Tears upon the cold Scent of ſuperannuated 
Reſentments. By which. (I fear) They have 
more wounded their own Conſciences, than 
my Reputation, or Intereſt. For Some of 
them are a perfect Inverſion of the Truth, 
and State of the Caſe; and Other («GR 
| e Them 


To te R E A D E R. oe 
them to be true) are of ſmall «Moment. 
They have really done me great Honour, in re- 
preſenting me ſo little Peccant and Criminal 
in the Mini ſtry of Ninetcen Tears. _. 


Upon the fen Lord's-Day after my Return, 
T preached this following Diſcourſe, to which I 
have made ſome proper Additions, without 
Omiſſion of any one Sentence, then deliver d, 
o the bet of my Knowledge. And I commit 
it to the publick View in Vindication of my 
ſelf. For ſome (I hear) give out, That I com- 
pared my ſelf to our Bleſſed Saviour, 2who/e 
Imitation ] only urge: That it contained Blaſ- 
phemy ; That I ſwagger d in the Pulpit, at 
a ſtrange extravagant rate: Which, by my 
eAdverſaries Miſrepreſentation, made ſome 
Impreſſion upon the Mind of my Reverend 
Dioceſan ; and probably upon Others of emi- 
nent Quality. 8 1 


In my Sermon 1 have obſerv'd this Temper - 
To repreſent the Caſe, and make my Ene- 
mies ſenſible of the muſtice and Unchari- 
zableneſs of their Attempts and to ſbeu, 
How ready I would be 10 Forgive them, and 
io pray for their Forgiveneſs : and ſugge7 to 
them, 


To the READER. 
them, More to conſult the real Good and 
Edification of this populous Place. And 
I hope the Deſign was honest and pious, and 
the Management of at temperate and diſ- 
paſſionate : and con/idering the Straitneſs of 
Time, and Agitation of Thoughts I was then 


under, the Performance may be tolerable 


and uſeful. 


1 | | | \ 
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Then ſaid Feſus, Father, for- 


give them ; for they know not 


what They do.— 


Saviour at the time of his Crucifixion, 
under the Contempt, Ignominy and 
Torture, which attended it, and the various 
Circumſtances of aggravating and unknown 
Sorrows; ſpoken from the'/emerable Chair. 
of his Croſs. And it was a ſtupendious Act 
of divine Piety, for a Soul ſo embaraſs d and 
nee ſo calmly and ſerenely and . 
Pa lli- 


Tio: are * words of our Bleſſed 


paſſionately to pray for ſuch Sinners! It is 
a Speech full of divine and moſt imitable Cha- 
rity, and (as it ſhould ſeem by St. Luke's Rela- 
tion) one of the firſt of thoſe ſeven oracular 
Sentences, which our Lord from thence ut- 
ter d, in the Extremity of his Humiliation 
„„ 1 #1. 

Which Words I have ſelected for the pre- 
ſent Standard of my intended Diſcourſe : 
and ſhall caſt the Subſtance of the following 
Meditations, | 3 


I. Into ſome doctrinal Propoſitions, or 
Obſervations. 
II. Into ſome practical Uſes. 


I. The Firſt doctrinal Propoſition is, That 
Forgiveneſs of Enemies is a Duty taught by 
the Precepts, Life and Death of our Bleſſed 

Saviour. Your Memories will eafily recol- 
le& many Goſpel Precepts to this purpoſe ; 
Mat. Love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 
% do good to them that hate you, and pray for 

them that deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute 
you And our Lord thus concludes the Pa- 
rable of the unmerciful and unforgiving 
Mae. Fellow-ſervant, So litewiſe ſball my heavenly 
155. Father do alſo unto you, if ye TORN 
arts 


3 
hearts forgive not every one his Brother their 
Treſpaſſes. ! 

And to St. Peter, who ask d him, How 
often ſhall my Brother offend again/t me, and 


[ forgive him ; until ſeven H1mes ! ? Jeſus ſaid Matt. 


unto him, 1 ſay not unto thee until ſeven 8.22 


times, but until ſeventy times ſeven. So un- 
reſtrain'd and reiterated ſhould our Forgive- 
neſs of our offending Brethren be ! Eſpecially 
if the Condition expreſs d by our Lord in- 
terpole; Take heed 10 your ſelves: If thy 
Brother treſpaſs again/i thee, rebuke him ; 
and if he repent, forgive him. And if he 
treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven times in à day, 
and ſeven times in a day turn again unto 


thee, ſaying, I repent : thou ſhalt forgive him. 


Theſe are expreſs Precepts of our Lord for 
the Forgiveneſs of Enemies; but we cannot 


but be ſenſible, How diſtant the Practice of 


moſt- Chriſtians is! Who eſteem Revenge a 


greater Glory than Forgiveneſs : and the 


latent Memorials of Diſpleaſure reyive upon 

Occaſion in ſeemingly mortified Souls. 
In his moſt innocent and holy Life, How 
freely and frequently did our Lord forgive 
his Enemies ; even Thoſe, who perſecuted 
and hated him! When the Samaritans re- 
5 . B fuſed 


Luke 
17.3754 


Luke 9. 
55, 58. 


1 Pet. 
2. 23. 


144 


fuſed to receive him, and Two of his Diſci- 
ples warmly reſenting the Affront, talk'd of 
Fire from Heaven to chaſtiſe it; he ſharply 
rebuk'd them and ſaid, Te know not what 
manner of Spirit ye are of, for the Sori of man 
came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them. 

He inſtantly healed the Wound of the High- 

Prieſt's Servant, who came to ſeize him. He 


wept over Jeruſalem, though full of Impiety 


againſt Gob, and contemptuous Uſage to him- 
ſelf. And St. Peter thus repreſents him, hen 
he was reviled, he reviled not again: when 
he ſuffered, he threatned not; but committed 
himſelf to him that gudeeth righteou/ly. 
Beſide in his State of Humiliation he actu- 
ally gave, and graciouſly pronounc'd For- 
giveneſs of Sins to many; which carries the 
ſweeteſt Accent of Mercy and Refreſhment 
to guilty Souls. Which is ſufficient to ſhew, 
That Forgiveneſs of Enemies was graciouſly 
exemplified in the Life of our Bleſſed Lord. 
And St. Paul affirms, That white we were 
Enemies, Chriſt died for us. And theſe Words 
of our Saviour, under the Indignities and 
Torments of his Crucifixion, Father forgzve 
them; for they know not what they do, are 


a convincing Eyidence, That Forgiveneſs of 


Ene- 


JJ ˙ A aid 


not of their Rulers and Phariſees, who acted 


Enemies was „** recommended to 
Chriſtians in the Death of the Bleſſed Ze/ws. 


On which Speech of our Lord, Grorius thus 


| remarks, - © What: Chriſt admoniſhed by Pre- 


cept, that we/bould pray for thoſe who 75 be- 
fully uſe us and per ſecutè us, that he performs 
by his own Act: Declaring himſelf to be tru- 
ly our High- Prieſt, whoſe Office it is 70 offer 
Sacrifice for the ignorances of the People. And 
hereby that of //a:zah was fulfill d, He made 
mnterceſſion for the tranſgreſſors. 
The 24 doctrinal Propoſition is, That Ene- 
mies, who malign and perſecute the Inno- 


Iſaiah A 
53. 12. 1 


cent, through Error and unaffected Ignorance, 


are pitiable and pardonable. This might be 
the Caſe of the vulgar, illiterate , tho 


with Prejudice and Obſtinacy againſt Chriſt. 


This was King Aimelech's Plea to Gor, 
when he had ſome Defign on the Chaſtity of 


Sarah, Abraham's Wite, whom he ſuppos d 
to have been his Siſter, In the integrity my 


heart, and the innocency of my hands, have 7 © * : 


done this. And the Lord e d and juſtified 
his Plea. 


A abe ert 
Fan from the Guilt of Treaſon, who in 
B 2 the 


pture foetus to abſolve thoſe 


[67]. 


m. TE unnatural Rebellion of Abſalom, went in 
heir ſimplicity, and they knew not any thing. 


Malice of the Will makes the Treaſon, of | 


which they were clear and untainted, intend- 
ing it probably as a becoming Honour to the 
King's Son. And it was barbarous Cruelty 
in King Saul to ſlay Abimelech, and many 
other Prieſts and Innocents, when he had 
thus pleaded in his juſt Defence; Did I then 
begin 10 enquire of God for David? be it far 
from me. Let not the King impute any thing to 
Sam. His Servant, nor to all the houſe of my Father : 
2-15 for thy Servant knew nothing of this, leſsor more. 
This juſt Apology of the innocent and unde- 
ſigning Prieſt did not prevail with the incenſed 
King, but he made a bloody inhuman Sacrifice 
of a numerous Family of innocent Prieſts. 
That paſſage alſo of St. Paul is very wor- 
thy our Confideration, I than Jeſus Chri/? 
our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that 2 
counted me faithful, putting me into the mi- 
niſtry : ho muas before a Blaſphemer, and a 
Tim... Perſecutor, and [njurions. But 1 obtained 
® 13 mercy, becauſe I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 
By which we plainly ſee, that unaffected Ig- 
norance finds a Sanctuary in the divine Mercy; 
as the Ignorance of the e (though roo 1 
pable 


. 3 
pable and affected in their Rulers) did in 
Chriſt's Interceſſion. Accord ing to that of 
Philo, Ts dyvag Na Evyyroun HiAlw, To him, 
who tranſgreſſeth through Ignorance, Pity 
and Pardon ſhould be extended. 

Some of the eus were unwarily preju- 
dic d againſt our Suffering Lord, and might 
think him a guilty Perſon, an Impoſtor, and 
an Enemy to their Religion and Country. 
Others - might maliciouſly proſecute him , 
and rejoice at his Death. None of his Ene- 
mies did apprehend the Sanctity and Divinity 
of his Perſon, nor the ſaving Deſign of his 
Death, nor the Greatneſs of their Guilt, and 
future Vengeance: and upon theſe Conſide- 
rations our Saviour might breath out this 
compaſſionate Interceſſion; Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do. They 
did not fin to the utmoſt Extent of Malig- 
nity, who. ſinned againſt Him, whom they 
did not ſufficiently know; For had they : cor 
known him, they — not have crucified the * © 
the Lord of Glory. © 

3. A Third doctrinal Propoſition i is, That 
in the Commencement of unjuſt Deſigns, and 
the malicious Proſecution of innocent Perſons 
Men know not what they do. They _— 

| ore- 


[8] 
as” what the Attempt may betray them 
what Guilt they may contract, what 
F rauds, Unrighteouſneſs, and Perjuries they 
may engage in, what Precipices of Sin they 
may run upon, before they can accompliſh 
their Ends: and what ill and fatal Conſe- 
quences may ſucceed the Accompliſh ment. 
Ahab would never have coveted Naboth's 
Vineyard, nor Zezebel! have contriv'd his 
Deſtruction, if they had foreſeen, what Guilts 
muſt transfer the Poſſeſſion, and what a Se- 
ries of Judgments would fall on themſelves 
and Poſterity. When Men engulf themſelves 
in wicked and unrighteous Defigns , they 
know not what they are going about, and 
that Guilt may multiply upon Guilt, as one 
Wave upon the back of another. When Any 
determin and reſolye on any wicked and de- 
ſperate Proceedings, they know not where it 
will lead them ; nor where to ſtop, nor what 
Accumulation of Sin may be in the Purſuit. 
For they mult confirm one falſe Step, one 
illegal Proceeding with another, and do ſome 
things with a zremblzng Hand, and reluctani 
Heart. And a raſh Regard to imaginary - 
Honour may make a vile Proſtitute of Con- 
unn and they may go on ioo Jar to/lart back. 
Seneca 


cd e 
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Seneca hath ſaid very well, Stulta res e/t 
nequitte modus; It is a fooliſh thing to 
imagin, Hitherto we will proceed in Wicked- 
neſs, and no farther. Have not Murders 
followed Adulteries , and Perjuries Cove- 
touſneſs, and Treachery Ambition? And 
hath not one finful Engagement involv'd the 
Soul in multiply'd Guilt ? They know not 
what they do, and how often and mortally 
they may wound their Conſciences, who 
woundit voluntarily in one unjuſt Attempt. 
Some have been confounded at the Prevar:- 
cations, Execrations, and Pemuries they have 
been guilty of in the Courſe of one wicked 
Defign, which ſhould be a Caution to All. 
The People were for degrading Samuel; 
but what ſaid the Lord? They have not re- 


jected thee, but they have e me, that 


1 ſhould not reign over them. Men may form 
unjuſt Defigns againft the Servants of Go Dp, 
and maliciouſly proſecute and oppreſs them: 

but they know not how much they may 


oftend * GoD, wound their Conſciences, and 


bring Scandal on Religion: how deeply they 
may immerſe themſelves in Guilt and Im; 
piety, and ſee miſerable Shipwrecks of their 
Conſcience and Modeſty 701 1 
: As 


10 


As they knew not what they did, who 
perſecuted Chriſt in his Perſon, ſo they 
know not what they do, who perſecute Him 
„ in his Members ; as he once rebuked perſe- 
cuting Saul. 

For Inſtance, Suppoſe a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel; placed over a particular Charge, by 
a ſpecial Providence; and ſo far from his ſeek- 
ing at firſt, that he aw/aly declind it: and 
that ſome few diſaffected Perſons form a De- 
fign of Depriving ſuch a Miniſter, and cauſe- 
leſly Ejecting him after many Years Service: 
They know not how much they may ſin 
againſt GoD; againſt the many Precepts of 
the Go/pe/, which require Love, Obedience, 
and Honour to thoſe, who are placed over 
them, and admoniſh them; and 10 eſteem 
them very highly in love for their works 
Jake: and how much they may fin againſt 
their own and others Souls. - 

They know not how much Falſhood, De- 
famation, Uncharitableneſs, Hypocriſy, Per- 
fidiouſneſs, how many Degrees of Malice 
they may go through, before they accom- 
liſh their Defign ; and how little they may 
e Gainers after their invidious Succeſs. It 
is s unknown to them, how far they may 

Pramet 


Us to be the Proxzes and 


ee 


promote Atleiſm, and Infidelity, Diviſionsand 
Animoſities; and what Diſ-ſervice they may 
do to Religion by ſuch unchriſtian Projects. 
And if they will be ſo hardened in Iniquity, 
as not to regard theſe things, our Superonrs 
in Church and Sate ſhould controul them. 
They know not what they do, who (as 
an ingenious Gentleman did apply the 
Speech) reſolve to draw the Sword, and 
throw away the Scabbard'; to pals over 
the Rubicon, though a Proſpe& of Miſchief 
and Confuſion be before them: and proclaim 


an irreconcileable Var againſt the Miniſters 


of the Goſpel of Peace. If Men did believe 
Embaſſadors of 
Chriſt; and that the Charge of Souls were 
committed to Us by the Holy Ghoſt, it 
would ſeem a preſumptuous Attempt in any 
private Perſons to depoſe and injure Us; 4 | 
they ſbould he found even to fight againſt God: , 
What Guilt had it been in the ,, if 
they had killed the Prophet Jeremiah, as 
they at divers times attempted! He told 
them that he as in their bands ; but that Jer. 26. 
they would bring the Guilt his innocent 
blood upon themſelues. St. Cyprian atfirms of 

2 made Biſhop:de ® 


IL 1 
kein 55. M Cbriſti us jnufrio; hy the Election and 
Approbation of God and his Chriſt: and 
if it be fo with any znferiour Paſtor, they 
know not how far they may be accountable, 
nor what they, do, who to all their other 
Malignity, Oppoſition and, Injuriouſneſs, 
complot and contrive his Degradation and 
a fy N 
4. A fourth Do&rinal Rropolitien | is, That 
they who of ſet Malice, out of deliberate 
and premeditate Injuſtice, purſue the In- 
nocent, are ſcarce intituled to the Benefit 
of Chriſt's Interceſſion. Father, Forgive 
oy fob they kun not 70hat they do. But 
ey; Whodenter into — Defigns 
— deep Gonſultation, with Aſſociation 
and Application to Others; and thoſe WhO 
knowilietle of the Caſe, but by partial lu: 
JaMmatibn;\and know in their Conſcienoe, 
in the mean time, that what they act, is 
againſt the Laws of Charity; Juſtice, and 
ſpiritual Relation; they cannot well plead 
unaffected Ignorance, „but rather may be 
judged to offend of malicious 'Wickedneſs, 
and wilful Violence to Conſcience. «© 
Some Crimes, by the Law of our Nat ton, 


are T the Bene of the Clergy yo 
OD 
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Gere 


and confederately in untighteous Actions, 
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Gaebedhibeus lib Sans, Hngagement in 
thoſe Sins, ta which r wh 


y this Interoeſſion of our EO 
ther, forgive Lr fur We know not what We 
as! When we engage wilfully, deliberately; 


we proceed too far (though there be no Re- 
ſtraint on Infinite Mercy) and exclude our 
ſelves from the Benefit of this ion In- 
terceſſion. 2453! 180 Insekt O07 n 25 

For Sins of 'Youth , incest 100 5 1g- 
norance, and Infirmity, Sc. we may ad- 
dreſs our ſelves to — in the Language of 
our dear Redeemer, and fwecetsfully uſe this 
ghoſtly Ejaculation, and find a — 
Interceſſor. But if Men will ſin againſt the 
Light and Dictates of — and de- 
liberately proceed againſt the Commands of 
Go, and Laws of Religion, and join Hand 
in Hand to do unrighteoufly, and cabal to do 
Miſchief; they know too much what they 
do, and may (without phe infinite Mercies 
of GOD] render themſelves moro'invapable 
of | Forg:oenefs'; and hardy be included in 
the Comprehen/con of eee Inter- 
une 1 Gaben none taut 19 
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FOR of Interceſſion was, Lordi Jay not thi Sin 
_ 1.60. 70 their Charge. They, who ſtoned him, did 
it out of 1 — ani blind Zeal, and might 
think they did God good Service; But when 
Sinners — the injuſtice; and Guiltineſs of 
their Actions, and yet will drudge on in their 
ſubterraneous Vaults, and mine and coun- 
termine to overthrow the Righteous, and 
deſtroy the Innocent; Can ſuch = Igno- 
rance, Surprize or Infirmity? Lei none 
8 imagin evil again} his Brother in his heart, 
is an excellent Sanction of Religion: but 
they, who are induſtriouſly active to imagin 
and compaſs Evil againſt their Neighbours; 
againſt their Miniſters, who inſtruct them 
better; cannot well plead: Ignorance or 
Excuſe. | 
In ſane Senſe they 15605 not what they do, 
who commit any Sin: The Philoſopher ſaith 
truly, Omnis malus ignorans, Every evil Han 
hath a blind-/zde of Ignorance; eſpecially thoſe 
who do Wickedneſs with re 


peated Conſul- 
tation and Deliberation: for they do not con- 


ftder the great Aggravations and Guiltineſs 

of ſuch induſtrious Wickedneſs. They moſt 

of all engage their dint of Brain, and = 
0 


of Will, and . of . and In- 


11 


ſtruments: but it may be with them, as it 
was with the wicked "Nevo, after he had 
killed his own Mother, Perfecto demum 
Scelere Magnitudo ejus intellefiae/{; When 


he had accomplitſh'd' that horrid Wickedneſs, 


he was then exquiſitely ſenſible, by the Tor- 
ture of Conſcience, of the Greatneſs of. his 
Guilt. When Conſcience views Sin in its 
full Dimenſions, and conſummare MES 
it is agaſt and confounded at it. 

But let us be careful, that we be not mores 
inexcuſable, than the Crucifiers of our Lord, 
by our finning and acting againſt Knowledge, 

againſt Conſcience, with premeditate and 
reſolved Malice. Deſigns managed with per- 
verſe: Will, with vindictive Rancour, and 
Aſſiduity of Application, are not the blind; 
caſual Tues of pitiable Ignorance. 

Let none perfiſt-in an evil Courſe, nor go 
on in an evil way with Ba/aam, though an 
Angel meet and rebuke them; nor give miſ- 


chievous Counſel (with him) againſt the 


People of the LoR D. Let us not fin with 
open Eyes, like that Wizard in his exſtatic 
Trances; and in Oppoſition. to. the Will. of 


Go D revealed. to him. We may urge it for a 


fa vour- 


favqurable Plea for Forgiveneſs, — fas 
ignorantly, and by. Inſürmity or Surprize* 
but the Motive of Forgiveneſs, which our 


Bleſſed Saviour pleads, may not belong to 
thole, who ſin of malicious and deliberate 
Wickedneſs. Whoſe Crimes are . 134 ,, 


of Malice prepenſe, and perverſe Temper. 
5. A Fifth Doctrinal Propoſition is, That 
it will be an eminent Act of Charity and 
Piety to Forgive, and pray for the Forgive- 
neſs even of ſuch. Though our Enemies 
ſhould know the Iniquity of their Actings, 
and not be able to plead Ignorance, but re- 
ſolutely proceed in an injurious Courſe; yet 
let us pray even for them, as our Lord and 
our Liturgy inſtruct us. It will be a bleſſed 
Temper of Soul, if our Charity can ſur- 
mount all Injuries, and yield thoſe the Be- 
nefit of our charitable Interceſſions, who 
deſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us. This 
many Martyrs and holy Saints have done. 
"The Favour. of Gos can diſſipate all the 
Counſels of our Enemies againſt us, and ut- 
terly defeat them; and ſuch excellent Cha- 
rity will be a prevailing! Motive-to engage 
Him on our ſide. And hen who can harm 
us? He can diflolve the Enmity of ro 
rat 


rated Minds into Peace, Tears and mutual 
Endearments, as in the Interview of the Two 1 
Brethren, &/au and Jacob. 3 
It is a Solace to ſome perverſe and abend 
fied Tempers to think, that others will damn 
themſelves by their Injuſtice and Oppreſſion 
of them. This is a Stricture of infernal 
Malice, and a wretched Satisfaction of im- 
potent, inconſiderate Minds. But the Ene+ 
mies of a good Man enlarge his Litauy, and 
they have an Intereſt in his Charitable Pray» 
ers. The Writer of the Reverend and 
Learned Dr. Hammond's Life atteſteth this 
of him: Who had few Enemies, but Thoſe 
_ © had a Share in his private Devotions and In- 
© terceſſions. However Goſpel-Paſtors be trea 
ted, yet they are ready to diſpenſe the Pledges 
of Cbhriſts dying Love, and to make private 
and publick Auterceſſion or their er _— 
ſaries. wie ed Jo a 
And certainly thoſe Evemiesbknow was to de 
what they do, who finagainit Thoſe; Wa 
publickly-- miniſter to them wHholy: Things. 
and in Secret pray for their Forgiveneſs, a8 
in Duty and Charity they are bounl. 
Let us make the Experiment of being Su- 


perioyn to ur RHemiet- by „„ 
or- 


18 
Forgiveneſs. It is the expreſs In junction 
of our Lord, and his venerable Practice; 


and we may depend upon the good Effect of 
12. 21, thas Overcoming evil 7. good. 


Rom. 


It is a Pitch of Heroical Charity to Forgive 
our greateſt Enemies, and to pray fervently for 
their Forgiveneſs at the Throne of Grace. He 
will leaſt ſuffer from his Enemies, who can 
heartily pray for them and their Forgiveneſs, 
GOD will skreen and protect thoſe, who can 
act to ſuchi an Height of Charity and Piety, 
highly agreeable to his own bleſſed Nature. 

What Effect our Saviour's Interceſſion 
miglit have on the promiſcuous Authors and 

tors of his Crucifixion, we know not. 

Many of thoſe who were preſent at that pro- 
digious Scene, and Spectators of his divine 
Grace and Piety, might be converted; as the 
Centurion, who cried out, Truly this was the 
Son of God ; Certainly this was a righteous 
man. And we read of many, who /mote 
their breafts and departed. And ſuch Com- 
punction might give the firſt Riſe to their 
Converſion. 

And when afterward they might ſee the 
Cauſe of Chriſt approy'd by GOD, by the 
n Reports of his Reſurrection, and 


by 


Matt. 


23. 47+ 


"Loh 
by the Miracles; Sanctity, and Wiſdom of 
his Diſciples, they mine come to a ſerious 
Deteſtation of their Guilt, and find the Re- 
lief of our Lord's Interceſſion. The dying 
Petition of our Saviour was not without its 
Efficacy, but might be happily inſtrumental 
to the Converſion of many. As the dying 
Interceſſion of St: &epben is thought to have 
had ſome Moment toward the Converſion of 
St. Paul, and, by his Miſſion, of many. Thou- 
ſands: So this moſt gracious Interceſſion of 
Chriſt was not n its — of Sal- 
vation. 1 | 12 

And it will be 11 acceptable and fragrant 
Devotion in us, and will avail, either to con- 
vert our Enemies, or defeat their Malice, 
and ſecure Gos Favour and Protection to 
us. Probably we may not uſe a more ſuc- 
ceſsful Engine and Stratagem againſt our Ene- 
mies, than to Forgive them from our Hearts, 
and to pray fincerely for their ai en at 
God's Hane 13s % non, 

Loet ſo much ſufſfice of che Dockrina! Pro- 
poſitions; ''which may be eaſily review!d >< 
ſhall now proceed in the'Second place, 


J „ 1 2 * 
i To mals bi ane —— 


I. "Lok 
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Joke Lat ys . bergige 
of; 018) Bleſſed Spi who! ;pray'd; fur the 
Forgiveneſs! af his Crucifiers, and could ad; 
mit thoſe his Enemies through his Wounds 
into his Heart. Go forhid ( ſaid Samuel to 
his ungrateful Country- men) i Iſbould ſin 
agaiuſl the Lord, incea/ing to pray fon you. The 
Indignities and Injuries of the World ſhould 
not exceed our Charity, nor the Interceſſion 
of: gur Lord be thought too n a piteh for 
aur pious Imitation. 

There would be leſs of Enmity in the 
World, if there were more of feryent Prayer 
and Intereeſſion for Enemies. Happy are 
They, Who overcome their Enemies in their 
Clojets, and vanquiſh them an 4berr: Ares, 
by praying for them, by an indiſcernible and 
ghoſtly Energy. It is the Wiſe Mans Aſſu- 
rance, Ii hen a Mans Hays pleaſe: the Lord, 
. he:will make even his Enemies to be: af Peace 
with im and oun Ways will pleaſe Gon, 
when we 2&@ by the higheſt Charit . 

Me whe'often meditate upon Chro Qruci- 
ed, ſhould: think of this his dying Speech 
and Intercedfſion:: and think that Devotion 
highly imitahle and acce et hich he 
hath corunentie wan by hi * 
, anc 


in Heaven is His Prer 


C3; * 
EE his Living you, -Dying!Exdth ple 
ngty: St. James,” Apoſtle and Bi 
Jeruſalem, when he was throw down 
1 a high Battlement by the Jews; and 
was near to Death; cry d out, — fo glue 


ben? for they know #01 what hey clo. 10 ol 
2. We may be perſwaded, what's gracious 


Interceſſor Chriſt will be in Heaven, for pe- 
nitent and believing Souls, Who under His 
bitter Torments, and Proyocations of an un- 
grateful People, yet made this moſt pathe-· 
tical and gracibus Interceſſion. Interceſſion 
ogative and Office: and 
Heß who uſed it chus graciouſty on his pain. 
ful Croſs, will not reſtrain it on his'celeftial = 
Throne. It will ſtill have the Virtue of his 
moſt meritorious Sufferings, aud che F 
derneſs of his dying Love 210k 
The Apoſtolical Writings alu wy That 
he maketh  Interceſſion for us, ibus he ebe y Hed? 
liveth to male Interceſfion' for ns; and his "5 
Merits and Power will make his Interceffion 
effectual and prevailing. It is to the exeegd- 


ing Benefit of Chriſtlans, that they have 


ſuch à merciful Intereeſſor at the right Hand 


of GOD Who pray'd for the promiſeuous 
Multicude bf higCracifiets}ard/Hot without 
4 bleſſed and ſalutary Effect. O 


0 that Chriſtians were 2s ned and willing 
to Repent and Forgive, and to pray for the 
Forgiveneſs of Enemies, as Chriſti is to inter- 
cede for us, and them! Þ | {+ 

. How cordially and fervenady ſhould we 
love our Friends, ſeeing, after the Example of 
our Saviour, we ſhould pray, and intercede 
for our Enemies! Our Love ſhould be 11h. 
out Diſſimulation to our pious Friends; we 
ſhould love them with a pure Mind fervently, 
and devoutly commend their State to the 
Throne of Grace; ſeeing; our bittereſt Ene- 
mies ſhould have a Share in our Prayers, and 
an Intereſt in our private Deyotions. Thus 
Jacob gave his paternal; Bleſſing to all his 
Sons, but to Jeſeph with an Exuberance of 
Affection and Benediction. | 
This may be one of the higheſt, nad moſt 


Precious Acts of Friendſhip: and Friends 


would ſtand firmer in the Favour of God, and 
obtain peculiar Bleſſings from Heaven, as is 
evident in the Example of Daniel, aud hi- 
three Companians if they did make a pious 
Aſſociation, and Compact of Prayers, and | 
{piritual Solicitude 2 each others Good. 
Which may be a very happy, and ſucceſsful 
Exerciſe — ates of LEVIN. — 
111 & 15 8 
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be in our Oriſous, and be preſented to G o 
in the Devotions of our Soulss. 

4. We ſhould dread to act with Jewiſh In- 
fatuation, who knew not what they did in 
Crucifying the Lord Glory; and exerted 
their greateſt Cruelty on the greateſt Lover 
of Mankind, and the Author of eternal ſal. 
vation to all them that obey him. The Athe- 


nian in condemning Socrates to Death, and 
Ari/tides to Baniſhment,, knew not what 


they did. 

And when Men proſecute their Patriots, 
their Benefactors, their Paſtors, (whom their 
Catechiſm, and the genuine Expoſitions of 
the Fifth Commandment, declare to be their 
Sprritual Fathers) when they malign and: 
injure their Friends, and thoſe who ha ve de- 
ſerved well of them; this looks like a Degree 
of m Infatuation * and it may be N 
ſaid of Such, They know not what they 
They know not 5 how great Chari 7 
Piety and Obligations they offen! 
5. We ſhould ſeriouſly think of that}#:a? 
Judgment, that tremendous” Appearance , 
when we ſhalþall ſtand in need of Rorgive- 


nels ;: and without it not be uh, tea D 


0 fore 


The Friend, that is #8 our Soul, cannot but 


: 0 thy Sins are forgiven thee. But what Promiſe . 


 -. hath made a neceflary Ingredient and Article 


| \ > 54 _— 
* the Son of iden; c We ſhall defire tölheat 
this raviſhing Speech then, Sn, o Daughter, 


or Aſſurance of ſuch: Forgiveneſs, without 
our Forgiving the Offences and Treſpaſſes of 
Others againſt us; ànd wiſhing and praying 
for. Forgiveneſs to each other This Chris 


of our daily Prayers and Devotions. 

Our dying Saviour inſtructs us — 
beſt prepare us for Death and Judgment: His 
dying Speeches are inſtructive and lively 
Oracle; and the Virtues and Graces, which 
appear d in his Death, will beſt qualify us 
for our Difſſolution. If the Injuſtice and 
Obliquity of our Actions, and the Perverſ- 
neſs of our Deſigns be ſuch, that it may be 
{aid of us, Fe know not what % do.; How 
ſhall we make Apology for-fuch Unrighte- 
ouſneſs at the dreadful Tribunal? What we 
tranſact out of blind Paſſion, out. of malicious 
Revenge, and wicked Temper, and impli- 
cable Hatred; Mall: not be _— ne | 
for at that tie. 

Mutual — and Charit „and pa: 
ciſic Counſels, and Forbearing o — 
in n will more turn to our Account; and 
con- 


Purpoſes. One imagimarn, or real Injury 
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oonciliatg-our:-Judge) than;;Hatred:and' Vas 
riance, and Succeſs in ſhrewd Turns, and 


the employing our Power or Intereſt to ill 


forgiven, at that Day will. more plead for aus, 
than Ten reveng Fo with a: luſcious Satis 
faction. Scarce any thing doth St.Chryfoffons 
more frequently inveigh againſt, and diſſwade 
from, than he Remembrance and Retaliation: 
＋ Diſpleaſure. oni ers on 
Laſtly y. Whatſoever our Injuries and Pro- 
vocations ſhall be; — the Succeſs 
and Malice of Adverfaties; whatſdever their 
Machinations or Advantages ſhall be againſt 
us; though by the Divine Permiſſion, and 
for the (Haſtiſement of our Sins they ſhould 
campaſs, and rejoyce in our Abaſement: Let 
let us paſſeſs aur Souls in Patience and Cha- 
N with aur. Nleſſed Lora intercede 
for our Enemies. Xa WA . Wok N 
They know not what they deg unghther 


. they hat ——— — 
ta his injur d Servants This were, rhbar 
all thing x Labern Met her for L 
rent, 1e laue God, and confide i 
And happwis the Man; who hate Cd D for 
his Holp, end To Chr ifiSfor his Ex- 


eZ”. * | ample; p 


Rom.” 
8 28. 


| "ZE 

aniplde and phitionlerly: in Praying for the 

Forgiveneſs of Enemies 0118 T1 
May our Bleſſed Lokp, who hath given 
us ſuch an excellent: Example; and propoſed 
to our Imitation ſuch a gracious Perfection, 
give us his efficacious Grace and good Spirit, 
that we may (as we ſhall have frequent Oc- 
— e een and chearfully 
iſe it! 5 
I conclude this Diſcourſe wich a Prayer of 
St. Ba/4l's, as I find it tranſlated into our 
Language in the "xr Mu Catechiſin of 
1 Hammond, Book II. 2 


0 Lag efufftring an * Ang g. "that 

8 for the Condemnation that came by the Tree, 
* wert lifted up on the Tree (and taken from 
* the Earth by.that ſbameful Death) and haſt 
* ſbewed forth thy ſelf to All, | that chuſe to 
1 Follow thy Steps and Pattern, and Copy of 
*Long-ſufferance and Patience, that offered/? 
* up thy luterceſſion to thy Co-eternal: Father, 
7 Jer thoſe. very Fighters againſt God, which 
cruciſed I 4 Do Thou, O Lord, Thou the 
© ſame Louer ꝙ Mankind, afford. thy F 

and Pardon:to All that are —— zo Us, 
"OM either by Treachery or a py ar 
on- 


— 


8 „ 
* Contumely and Envy, or by any other Means, 
* through the Treachery or Calumuy of the 
Devil, that Lover of Hatred, have expreſs d 
* zhetr Malice or Madneſs againſt Us : Change 
© therr Councels, from that miſchievous, to a 
© faveet Chriſtian Temper of Gentleneſs; in- 
* Fuſe into their Hearts /mcere unfeigned Love; 
* bind them faſt to us in the inviolable Bonds 
© of ſpiritual Friendſhip ; and by what means 
* thou knowest moi fit, make them Partakers 
* of thy pure Life. As for thoſe that love us, 
* or for thy holy Names ſake do adminiſter to 
© our bodily Neceſſities, "repay them with the 
© Riches and Abundance of thy Gifts, and 
* vouchſafe them the Lot and Portion of faith- 
8 © ful and wile Sjewards : and for thoſe, that 
F * out of good Affection have remembred our 
Infirmities, or have prayed for us, reward 
| * them with thy plenteous Grace. To theſe, 
| * that have commanded us miſerable un- 
1 © worthy Creatures to pray for them, granit 
. * thoſe things that are profitable for them; 
- aud yield them thoſe Requests of theirs 
_p * which tend to their Salvation, and ſend 
. * them, from thy holy place, thy rich Mercies 
. * and Bowels of Compaſſion. Aud, O thou 
4 * Father of Compaſſion, pity all thoſe that 
« 1 rt 


Cas ] 

"MM © truftii in Thee, .Ataw us le the Divine * 

* of Thee: be Thon preſident in all things, 

and alſillant to all, together "with us thy 

70 ful aud unprofitable Servants, and make 

* us all Heirs of thy. Kingdom : for 10 Thee 

© it belongs to ſbeu Mercy, and to ſave us, 

O our God, for thine 1s the Lower for ever. 
Amen. f 1 


To which Eternal Majeſty, Father, Son 
and Holy-Ghoſt be all Honour and Glory, 
Adoration and n now oO 
for ever. Amen. 
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